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If You Give a Moose a Muffin  
by Laura Numeroff 

  
Why This Book Matters  

If You Give a Moose a Muffin helps students understand how one event can lead to another 
through a series of connected actions. The story's predictable pattern encourages students 
to identify cause-and-effect relationships, make predictions, and recognize how characters' 
actions influence what happens next. Through humor and repetition, the book supports 
comprehension while building critical thinking skills.  
  
Comprehension Focus  

• Cause and effect relationships   
• Sequencing events in order   
• Making predictions  
• Understanding how one action leads to another   
• Story structure (circular pattern)   

  
Before Reading  

• Show the cover and ask: What do you think might happen if you give a moose a muffin?   
• Discuss: Have you ever had one small thing lead to lots of other actions?   
• Introduce key vocabulary as needed (e.g., consequence, sequence, predict, cause, and 

effect).   
  
During Reading  
Pause at key moments to prompt thinking: 

• What just happened because moose got a muffin?   
• What do you think the moose will want next?   
• How is each event connected to the one before it?   
• What clues help you make predictions?  
• Do you notice a pattern developing in the story?   

  
Encourage students to explain their thinking using details and examples from the text. If needed 
prompt with some sentence starters like:  

• “This happened because…”   
• “Next, I think…”   
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After Reading  
• What was the main pattern in the story?   
• How did one small action lead to many events?   
• What would have happened if the moose never got the muffin?   
• Can you retell the story using cause-and-effect words?   

  
Partner / Turn-and-Talk  
Use these to build conversations:  

• I agree with you because…   
• I have a different idea. I think…   
• Can you explain why you think that?   
• That reminds me of…   
• I noticed something you didn’t mention, which is…  

  
Extension Idea  
Have students create their own “If You Give…” story chain (e.g., If you give a dog a bone...) and 
illustrate at least 4 connected events using arrows to show cause and effect. 
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