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The Doorbell Rang 
By Pat Hutchins 

Classroom Discussion & Lesson Guide 

The Doorbell Rang follows a group of children who are sharing cookies when the doorbell 
begins to ring. Each time a new guest arrives, the number of cookies stays the same, but the 
way they are divided changes. As the situation evolves, students must track how the 
information in the story changes and how each new event affects the outcome. 

Instructional Focus 
• Cause and effect 
• Sentence meaning and structure 
• Tracking changes across a story 
• Problem-solving and fairness 
• Understanding how added information changes meaning 

Read-Aloud & Discussion Prompts 
• What happens each time the doorbell rings? 
• How does the number of cookies change as new guests arrive? 
• Why does the amount each child gets become smaller? 
• How do the sentences help us understand what is happening in the story? 

Why This Book Matters 
The Doorbell Rang is an effective mentor text for helping students understand how meaning 
is carried within sentences. Although the words are easy to read, comprehension depends 
on following how information is added and how those changes affect the situation. This 
makes it a strong read-aloud choice for discussing sentence-level meaning, cause and effect, 
and how small language changes communicate important ideas. 
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