
EALiteracyandLearning.com                                           
© 2025 EA Literacy & Learning. All rights reserved. 
This resource is intended for individual classroom or instructional use. 
Not for resale, redistribution, or posting online without written permission. 
 

It Takes a Village to Raise a Reader 
by Jasmyn Monette 

 

Why This Book Matters 
It Takes a Village to Raise a Reader reinforces the idea that literacy development is a shared 
responsibility. The text highlights how families, educators, and communities each contribute to a 
child’s growth as a reader. It provides a meaningful context for discussing how reading success is 
shaped by support systems, access, encouragement, and intentional relationships—not just 
instruction in the classroom. 

Comprehension Focus 
• Author’s message / central idea 
• Cause and effect 
• Connecting ideas across examples 
• Understanding how support systems influence learning 

Before Reading 
• Show the cover and ask: What do you think the phrase “It takes a village” means? 
• Discuss briefly: Who helps children learn to read? 
• Introduce key vocabulary as needed (e.g., community, support, responsibility, literacy). 

During Reading 
Pause strategically to promote active thinking: 
• What examples does the author give to show how different people support readers? 
• How do these supports connect to one another? 
• What might happen if one part of the “village” is missing? 
 
Encourage students to explain their thinking using details and examples from the text. 

After Reading 
• What is the main message the author wants readers to understand? 
• How do families, schools, and communities work together to raise readers? 
• Why is reading not the responsibility of just one person? 
 
Use turn-and-talk opportunities before whole-group sharing to support oral language. 
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Extension Activity 
Students may: 
• Create a simple “reading village” diagram showing people who support readers 
• Write or dictate a sentence explaining one way adults can help children become strong readers 
• Share a personal example of someone who has helped them with reading 

Teacher Reflection 
• Did students identify the author’s central message using evidence from the text? 
• Were students able to explain cause-and-effect relationships related to literacy support? 
• How did discussion support deeper comprehension of shared responsibility? 
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